[DATE]

H.E. Benigno C. Aquino III                                                    

President of the Republic

Malacañang Palace,

JP Laurel St., San Miguel
Manila Philippines

E-mail: op@president.gov.ph
RE:  Appeal for Political Prisoner Eduardo Sarmiento, 
NDFP Consultant in Peace Negotiations
Dear President Aquino:

I am writing regarding the case of Eduardo Sarmiento, an NDFP Consultant in the Peace Negotiations between the Government of the Philippines (GPH) and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP). 

I understand that in December 2013, Eduardo Sarmiento was sentenced to 20 – 40 years in jail for trumped up charges of illegal possession of firearms and explosives.

We are concerned that the Muntinlupa court committed serious errors in its December 2013 judgement particularly on insufficient proof of his guilt beyond reasonable doubt, several gross irregularities in the chain of custody of the evidence presented which affirms Sarmiento’s assertion that the explosive presented as evidence was planted by the police, and the highly questionable performance of duties of the arresting officers. 

We are also concerned that the presiding judge for the case, Judge Myra Bayot Quiambao of the Muntinlupa Regional Trial Court (RTC) Branch 203 has an obvious conflict of interest, having previously been involved in reviewing NDFP consultants on the part of the Government of the Philippines. We understand that Quiambao served on a team, “Task Force Rebellion,” for the Government of the Philippines to review the cases of NDFP Consultants including the case of Eduardo Sarmiento. This raises serious cause for doubt over the impartiality of her judgement. 

We, in the international community, are also disappointed to hear that Eduardo Sarmiento, an NDFP peace consultant is being prosecuted despite the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees (JASIG) signed on 24 February 1995 by the GPH and the NDFP. 

As an NDFP Consultant since 1986, who was also attending peace negotiations at the time of his arrest, we are concerned that the conviction of Eduardo Sarmiento demonstrates that the Government of the Philippines is not acting in good faith in the peace negotiations between the GPH and NDFP. 

We call for Judge Myra Bayot Quiambao to voluntarily withdraw from the case and permit another judge to review the judgement and reconsider the conviction in light of the strong indications that the evidence was planted. 

We call on the Government of the Philippines to honor the JASIG agreement and release Eduardo Sarmiento as an NDFP Consultant covered by the said agreement.
Please urgently respond to this request for the release of Eduardo Sarmiento.

Yours faithfully,

{Signature}

{Name and Organisation}

Cc: See Below
Sec. Leila De Lima 
Secretary, Department of Justice 
Padre Faura St., Manila 
doj.delima2@gmail.com
Sec. Teresita Quintos-Deles
Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process

Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP)

7th Floor Agustin Building I

Emerald Avenue

Pasig City 1605

Voice:+63 (2) 636 0701 to 066

Fax:+63 (2) 638 2216
osec@opapp.gov.ph
Hon. Loretta Ann P. Rosales

Chairperson, Commission on Human Rights

SAAC Bldg., UP Complex

Commonwealth Avenue

Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines

Voice: (+632) 928-5655, 926-6188

Fax: (+632) 929 0102
Email: chair.rosales.chr@gmail.com, lorettann@gmail.com
His Excellency Knut Solem
Ambassador

Royal Norwegian Government Mission in the Philippines
Official Third Party Facilitator of the GPH-NDFP peace negotiations
21st Floor, Petron Mega Plaza Building,
358 Senator Gil Puyat Avenue 
1209 Makati City, Metro Manila

Voice: +63 (0)2 982 2701 / +47 23 95 47 01

Fax: + 63 (0)2 9822799/+ 47 23 95 47 99

Email: knut.solem@mfa.no 
